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were indeed endowed with such pre-eminent qualities that
she alone of all her rivals and predecessors was destined to
enjoy permanent favour, then as long as mother and child
remained in their present obscurity there was little danger
that this magnificent lady would regard them as worth a
moment's thought. But as soon as one or both should
make an appearance in the Nijo palace, Murasaki's pride
would be affronted and her jealousy aroused. , , . Her
mother, however, was a woman who looked beyond the
difficulties of the moment, and she now said with some
severity : ' You are behaving very foolishly. It is natural
enough that you should dislike parting with the child; but
you must make up your mind to do what will be best for it.
I feel certain that His Highness is perfectly serious in his
intentions concerning its future, and I advise you to entrust
it to him at once. You need have no misgivings. After
all, even Royal Princes are of very varying stock on the
mother's side. I seem to remember that Prince Genji
himself, who is reckoned the greatest gentleman in the
land, could not be put forward as a successor to the Throne
because his mother was so far inferior to the other ladies of
the Court; and indeed, judged from that point of view, he
is a mere waiting-woman's son. If such disadvantages are
not fatal even in the most exalted spheres, we lesser folk
certainly need not trouble ourselves about them. . . /
The Lady of Akashi took the advice of several other persons
who had a reputation for sagacity in such matters, and also
consulted various soothsayers 'and astrologers. In every
case the answer was the same: the child must go to the
Capital. In face of such unanimity she began to waver,
Genji, for his part, was still as anxious as ever that his
plan should be carried out. But the subject was evidently
so painful to her that he no longer attempted to broach
it, and in the course of his next letter merely asked what